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13 February 2025

Shri Radhakrishna Kishore
Finance Minister, Government of Jharkhand

Dear Finance Minister,
Recommendations for the State Budget

f the Vidhan Sabha, and of the presentation of the 2025-26
on behalf of Jharkhand Janadhikar Mahasabha to

In anticipation of the Budget Session 0
d with the wellbeing of marginalised communities

Budget for Jharkhand on 3 March, we are writing
draw your attention to some urgent matters concerne

in Jharkhand.
1. Social security pensions have not been paid for

' Supreme Court orders, prescribing prompt payment by the
put in place to ensure timely payment every month.

the last 5 months. This is a gross violation of
7 of each month. A system must be

ared with Rs 2,500 per month for

widows and elderly or disabled

2. Social security pensions are just Rs 1,000 per month, comp
educe this

Maiyya Samman Yojana. This is anomalous, since pensioners (
bers of society. Pensions should be raised to r

persons) are the most vulnerable mem
gap.

3. Similarly, midday meal co
months in the year. They are not eligible for Maiyya Samm

less than other women, despite working hard. Their salaries
they should be allowed to benefit from Maiyya Samman Yojana.

4. In the run-up to the 2024 Vidhan Sabha elections, the INDIA had committed itself to “7
guarantees™. Of these, only one (increase of Maiyya Samman Yojana benefits to Rs 2,500 per
month) has been fulfilled so far. Provision should be made for redeeming all 7 guarantees

without delay.

5 Jharkhand has the worst teacher shortages among all Indian states. One third of primary schools
have a single teacher. This is a gross violation of the Right to Education Act 2009. Teachers

should immediately be appointed in accordance with RTE norms.

6. Under the National Food Security Act 2013, all pregnant women are entitled to maternity
benefits of Rs 6,000 per child. At today’s prices, this would mean around Rs 12,000. Under the

centre’s Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana, these entitlements have been drastically diluted
and denied. The Government of Jharkhand should launch its own maternity benefits scheme, on

the lines of the Mamta Scheme in Odisha.

7. We are aware that these demands call for additional revenue mobilization. Among other steps,
please consider an increase in urban property taxes. This may not raise much revenue initially,

but it will be a step towards greater economic equity at least.

oks in schools receive only Rs 1,000 per month, that too for just 10
an Yojana. As a result, they receive

should be raised, and in addition,

ll::fda;:t look into these urgent issues and make necessary provisions for them in the upcoming state

Regards : ol
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